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The Common Law and Civil Law Traditions

Behrooz Javanmard!® and Mahboubeh Farshad?
1 Department of Criminal Law, Noor Tooba University, Tehran, Iran
2Department of Criminal Law, Electronic. C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

Abstract

Today, most countries follow one of two legal systems: the common law system or the civil
law system. The common law system emerged in England during the Middle Ages and was
applied in British colonies across various continents. The civil law system likewise arose in
continental Europe during the same period and was implemented in the colonies of European
imperial powers such as Spain and Portugal. In the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, countries
such as Russia and Japan, which had previously possessed distinct legal traditions, also adopted
the civil law system to reform their legal frameworks and to attain economic and political
power comparable to that of Western European nations.
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