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Examining the powers, competencies and duties of the institution of the
monarchy and the institution of leadership in the constitutions of Iran

Maryam Jafari’

Dr. Mohammad Salman Taheri®

Abstract

The constitution is accepted as a national document in different societies. Also, due to
its importance and publicity for different times, this document must be strong and
necessary enough so that the rulers can not easily change it. On the other hand, the
impossibility of making any change in the constitution may also reduce its
accountability for solving the problems of the society according to its various needs. For
this reason, the way of revising, amending, supplementing, changing and abrogating the
constitution should usually be foreseen. Prior to the Islamic Rewvolution, an institution
similar to Velayat-e-Fagih had not been envisaged in any period, not even in the
constitution. A comparison of the two institutions of leadership and monarchy may, at
first glance, suggest that the supreme leader is an institution similar to the monarchy.
Howewer, the Supreme Leader in the implementation of Islamic rules and the leadership
of the country, in addition to moral competence, must have the necessary competencies
in governance, and the indirect supervision of this official and his accountability for
responsibilities as a leader inherently distinguishes this institution from the kingdom..
By comparative study of these two institutions, it can be obtained that the king is a
secular authority, an inherited institution and a lifelong one, and is transferred from one
person to another among the members of a family. But Vali-e-Faqgih is a religious
authority who is elected by the people's representatives based on the conditions provided
in the constitution and in an indirect process. Leadership does not have special privileges
and is considered a heavy duty from a religious point of view and is equal to other people
before the law.

Keywords: monarchy, leadership institution, competence, duties, constitution.
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