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The Soft Power of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Confronting the Gaza-
Israel War

Asghar Imani', Seyed Mohamad Shahrokhi¥, Mojtaba Eslami”

Abstract

The extensive and transformative changes in the global environment in recent
decades, along with the diminishing popularity of hard power, have led actors to
inevitably focus on the manifestations of soft power. Consequently, various
countries, even at regional levels, have made significant investments to enhance
their soft power resources. Today, investment in the realm of soft power
acquisition is imperative for any country, including the Islamic Republic of Iran,
as a member of the global system that must inevitably align itself with the
requirements of this system. The Islamic Republic of Iran, as an independent
political entity, utilizes its soft power components and capacities in regional and
international politics to achieve its national and strategic objectives. Currently,
one of the significant events in the Middle East is the Gaza-Israel war, which,
given Iran's support for Gaza, significantly impacts Iran's soft power in this
regard. Therefore, the main aim of this research is to delineate how the soft power
of the Islamic Republic of Iran is manifested in the Gaza-Israel war. The research
findings indicate that the soft power of the Islamic Republic of Iran is rooted in
identifying components that enhance the quality of interaction between the
Islamic system and regional and transregional actors in the realm of diplomacy
and foreign policy. The consolidation of this power occurs when the Islamic
Republic can create a conducive environment for regional players or influential
transregional actors to penetrate and accept it. This objective can be achieved
through norms, principles, and rules that enjoy greater public acceptance.

Keywords: Soft power, Islamic Republic of Iran, Gaza, Israel, war.
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